Changing strategies in the management of asthma.
Mortality from asthma is apparently on the rise and, in some cases, may be due to the type and amount of medication used by the patient. As a result, the role of some commonly prescribed agents has changed in recent years. In this article, the authors review modifications in the use of currently available drugs, discuss new applications of drugs not traditionally used for asthma, and examine the rationale behind the development of entirely new classes of drugs.